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Same for corresponding week last year 34.86 

Mean for corresponding week previous five years 32.77 

Number of births reported last week 49 

Number of births for corresponding week last year 240 

Mean number for corresponding week previous five years 271 

C. F. Meter, 

United States Vice- Consul. 

For the week ended March 2. 

Bombay, March 4, 1897. 
Sir: lb is encouraging to note a still further decline in the total 
mortality for the week under report from 1,650 to 1,484. Acting under 
advice of medical officers who had large experience of the plague at 
Hongkong, the local government is to-day putting in force new and 
most stringent regulations, under which the local health department 
will endeavor to stamp out the epidemic locally. I beg to inclose a 
copy of these for the information of the Department. The area of 
infection is reported to be extending. 

Population according to census of 1891 821, 764 

Present population, for the purpose of this report, estimated one-half the above.. 410, 882 

Total number of deaths reported for the week 1, 484 

Total number of deaths reported for corresponding week last year 571 

Mean of the corresponding weeks previous five years 546 

Allowing that one-half the population has left the city, the proportionate num- 
ber of deaths based on the mean of previous five years would be 273 

Number of deaths last week that may be attributed to plague 1, 211 

Average per day from plague 173 

Number of deaths from plague officially reported for week 692 

Average per day 99 

Probable average number of deaths per day from plague reported as having 
died of other diseases 74 

Total per day 173 

Officially reported death rate for last week per 1,000 92. 82 

Same for corresponding week last year 34, (37 

Mean for corresponding week previous five years 33. 03 

Number of births reported last week 57 

Number of births reported for corresponding week last year 321 

Mean number for corresponding week previous five years 292 

C. P. Meyer, 
United States Vice- Consul. 

IRELAND. 

Health of Dublin, 1896. 

Dublin, March 12, 1897. 

I have before me the registrar general's report upon the births and 
deaths of the Dublin registration district during 1896. The Dublin 
registration district consists of the city of Dublin proper, with a popula- 
tion of 245,001, and the suburban districts of Blackrock, Clontarf, Coo- 
lock, Donnybrook, Drumcondra, Kingstown, Bathmines, and portions 
of Pinglass, Glasnevin, and Palmerstown, with a population of 104,593, 
the total population of the district being 349,594. The population 
returns are based upon the census of 1891, and the present population is 
probably less than chat assumed. 

The smallpox, which appeared in the city of Dublin in July, 1894, and 
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increased in severity until it became almost epidemic during the winter 
of 1894-95, continued to the close of 1895. On the 1st of January, 1896, 
there were 11 cases in hospital, and 22 cases appeared during the first 
half of the year, of which 3 died. 

The returns of typhus show 1 case in hospital at the beginning of 
1896, and 42 cases admitted during the year, of which 8 died. 

Enteric fever is always prevalent in certain parts of the city. The 
hospital returns for 1896 show 65 cases in hospital January 1, and 648 
cases admitted daring the year, of which 56 died. This does not tell 
the whole story, because many cases of enteric fever are not sent to 
hospital. The total returns of deaths from enteric fever during the 
year were 135. 

Scarlatina appeared in the city early in the year, and has continued 
with increasing severity up to the present. The deaths during 1896 
amounted to 148. The deaths from whooping cough during the year 
amounted to 174, and from diphtheria to 18. 

Pulmonary consumption and diseases of the respiratory system carry 
off almost as many people as all other diseases combined. There were 
1,107 deaths from pulmonary consumption during 1896. The deaths 
from other diseases of the respiratory system numbered 1,575, which 
was 36 per cent below the average for 1895 and about 20 per cent below 
the average for the preceding ten years, 1896 having been a warm, dry 
year, except during the last quarter, in which about 34 per cent of the 
deaths from respiratory troubles during the year took place. 

The total deaths registered from all causes during the year numbered 
8,856, and the births numbered 10,680. The percentage of deaths was 
equal to 25.3 in every 1,000 of population, and was 1.9 per 1,000 below 
the average for the preceding ten years. The births averaged 31 per 
1,000 of population, and were 3 per 1,000 above the average for the 
preceding ten years. As against the Dublin death rate, it may be of 
interest to note that the rate in London during 1896 was 18.9 per 1,000 
inhabitants; in Glasgow, 20.7; in Edinburgh, 17.2; in Belfast, 25.1, 
and the death rate for 15 of the principal sanitary districts of Ireland 
averaged during the year 23.5 per 1,000. 

Of the total number of deaths occurring in Dublin during 1896 2,712, 
or over 30 per cent, were of children under 5 years of age. The per- 
centage since the 1st of January of this year has been increased through 
the ravages of measles, scarlatina, and whooping cough. The deaths 
from measles during 1896 amounted to only 10. 

During the ten weeks ended March 6, 1897, there were in the Dublin 
registration district 2,761 deaths, of which 1,246, or 45. 12 per cent, were 
of children under 5 years of age. The deaths comprise 37 from scarla- 
tina, 210 from measles, 217 from whooping cough, 247 from pulmonary 
consumption, and 690 from diseases of the respiratory system other than 
consumption. 

The high death rate in Irish towns and cities can be accounted for in 
part by other causes than insalubrity of climate and bad sanitation, but 
after all these causes are taken into consideration, and due allowance 
made for epidemic diseases, which are just now prevalent among chil- 
dren in Dublin, it must be said that the high death rate among children 
under 5 is due in great measure to lack of proper clothing and proper 
food. 

One of the causes of the high death rate in Ireland is the emigration 
of the young and robust, leaving the infirm and old. This is shown in 
the Dublin death-rate returns for 1896, where 2,087 of the deaths were 
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of persons of 60 years and upward, and out of this number 1,093 were 
70 and upward. In the ten weeks ended the 6th of March, 1897, 550 
of the deaths in the Dublin registration district were of persons aged 
60 years and upward. 

Newton B. Ash by, 

United States Consul. 

JAPAN. 

Smallpox in Yokohama and suburbs. 

Yokohama, March 5, 1897. 
Sir : I have the honor to call your attention to the inclosed return of 
the occurrence of smallpox in Yokohama and suburbs for period from 
February 23 to March 3, inclusive, which, as will be seen by compari- 
son with my report on the same subject of date February 24, shows an 
increasing prevalence of the disease. My regular report of infectious 
diseases for the whole country I am unable to forward by this mail. 

Occurrence of smallpox in Yokohama and suburbs February 23 to March 3, 
1897. — February 23, cases, 6 ; deaths, none. February 24, cases, 14 
deaths, 2. February 25, cases, 16 ; deaths, 5. February 26, cases, 18 
deaths, 3. February 27, cases, 9 ; deaths, 3. February, 28, cases, 18 
deaths, 3. March 1, cases, 10 ; deaths, 3. March 2. cases, 7 ; deaths, 1 
March 3, cases, 21 ; deaths, 8. Total, cases, 113 ; deaths, 28. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Stuart Eldridge, M. D., 
Sanitary Inspector, U. S. M. H. S. 

PERU. 

Quarantine at Gallao. 

Callao, Peru, February 10, 1897. 
Sir : I have the honor herewith to transmit a copy of dispatch by me 
directed to our charge d'affaires at Lima, informing him of the action 
taken by consular officers, on the 8th instant, in regard to the quaran- 
tining of vessels at this port. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

Leon Jastremski, 

United States Consul. 
Hon. Assistant Secretary of State. 

[Inclosure.] 

CALLAO, Pebu, February 9, 1897. 

Sir : By previous agreement the consular officers of Great Britain, Germany, France, 
Spain, Chile, and the United States of America met yesterday at the British consulate 
to confer about the quarantining of the Panama steamers at this port. 

Owing to the lack of a lazaretto, passengers have been detained for days on quaran- 
tined vessels, or quartered in a small and ill-adapted steamer, and in one instance con- 
veyed to Arica for reshipment thence to this port. Meanwhile, these passengers have 
been made to pay extra, about $5 per day for cabin passengers. 

Aside from the danger of contagion arising from such objectionable arrangements, 
some of the passengers find great difficulty in meeting the extra charges imposed. 
Mails are also withheld, which might be expedited after being disinfected, and addi- 
tional charges are imposed on merchandise. 

It was resolved at said conference to deputize the consuls of Chile, Great Britain, and 
the United States with instructions to call on the prefect of the Province in an official 
and friendly manner with the view of reaching, through his influence, an amelioration 



